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Sonic Culture

Skye Edwards: Morcheeba

by Lisa Louise Santonato

“The music that we make will heal all our mistakes and lead
us… the music that we make … is always standing there to
feed us.”   
“Moog Island”

ALBUMS: WHO CAN YOU TRUST? (1996) AND BIG CALM (1998)

ONLY THREE YEARS AGO, SKYE EDWARDS MET FELLOW BANDMATES

ROSS AND PAUL GODFREY AT A PARTY, AND IT WASN’T LONG

BEFORE THEY STARTED JAMMING TOGETHER. SKYE OFFERED UP HER

GUITAR AND HER VOICE, AND THE BROTHERS FELL IN LOVE WITH IT.
TODAY, MORCHEEBA’S SECOND GORGEOUS ALBUM FEATURES

COLLABORATIONS WITH ARTISTS LIKE DJ SWAMP (FROM BECK

FAME) SCRATCHING ON THE ALBUM’S TITLE TRACK, “BIG CALM”.
SOUND SYSTEM VOCALIST SPIKEY T (FROM BOMB THE BASS AND

JAH WOBBLE) ALSO CONTRIBUTES BY BURNING THE MIX HIGHER ON

“FRICTION”; AND WITH BRITAIN’S CELEBRATED DJ FIRST RATE,
SCRATCHING ON “BULLET PROOF”, THIS ALBUM STEALS YOUR SOUL

FOR 12 GLORIOUSLY SENSUAL AND RHYTHMIC BEAT-BREAKING

TRACKS.

A CHILD’S VOICE ANSWERS THE PHONE. IT’S JAEGER, HER TWO YEAR

OLD SON, TO WHOM HER FIRST ALBUM IS DEDICATED. WHEN SHE

PICKS UP THE PHONE AFTER HIM, I FIND HER VOICE IS ONLY SLIGHTLY LESS INNOCENT, BUT MORE FEMININE. HAVING JUST

BEGUN THEIR SECOND TOUR FOR THE NEW ALBUM, MORCHEEBA’S LEADING LADY IS SPEAKING TO ME FROM A SCOTLAND HOTEL

ROOM, WHILE NURTURING HER TWO YOUNG CHILDREN. HER FIVE-WEEK OLD DAUGHTER KIKI IS OFF SLEEPING SOMEWHERE,
WHILE JAEGER GLEEFULLY JUMPS ON THE BED IN THE BACKGROUND - FOR ALMOST THE FULL LENGTH OF OUR CONVERSATION.
25 YEAR OLD SKYE EDWARDS’ SOFT, DREAMY VOICE CHARMS ME, AND I AM LULLED INTO OUR CONVERSATION.

TAXI: How do you describe your experience in becoming a singer?
SKYE: “Well, it just happened really. I was in the right place at the right time.”

TAXI: How do you see your future with Morcheeba, and your musical career?
SKYE: “Well, I tend not to look to the future, really. Just kind of take it day by day. It’s such an uncertain business that
we’re in, so one minute you’re hot, the next minute you’re not, so… you know, just kind of take it as it comes, really. I’m
sure there’ll be a few more albums to come, you know, but this is just kind of easy to do. It’s not difficult to make music
between the three of us. But I guess if it started getting difficult and it wasn’t working then ah, you know, we’d have to call
it a day.”

TAXI: Your music has been compared to Massive Attack and Portishead. Do you feel you share similar influences?
SKYE: “I tend not to read magazines, so I don’t know who Massive Attack and Portishead’s influences are. But I guess
when we came out the trip hop thing was happening, was taking off, and ah… you know, we kind just jumped on that
wave and were carried forward, so we can’t really complain about being compared to bands that are successful so, you
know?”

TAXI: What were you listening to when you were influenced by music early on?
SKYE: “I kind of listened to quite a wide range of music really, when I was growing up I would listen to what my mum
would listen to – which was country and western – and my sister would listen to soul, and whatever was on the radio – the
radio would always be playing – you know, just sort of popular music. And then as I grew up friends introduced me to
singers like Joni Mitchell and… you know, just everything, really. It’s nice to be open-minded, as long as it’s good music
then I’ll listen to it.”

TAXI: I love the song, “The Sea”. It’s very calming, and very romantic. Can you tell me what the song is about, for you?
SKYE: “It’s just kind of nostalgia, really. Needing privacy, wanting to return to the sea, but you know, I guess - this is
where Paul and Ross have grown up. By a seaside town, you know, and wanting to return home but at the same time, it’s
almost boring you to death. It’s just about what it says really.”

TAXI: In your first album, Who Can You Trust? there’s a quote in there that I really liked. Who wrote it?
SKYE: “A friend of ours called Sue.”
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TAXI: It goes: “Urgency of life, love, the heat of the soul, warm breath to keep the demons on their toes. Everything
seems to go faster and become more important daily, whilst at the same time becoming harder to fathom.”
SKYE: “Oh, yeah. I remember it now. Just kind of like life in general, really isn’t it? Just when you think it’s getting easier,
it’s like, “Doh!” Just as soon as you think you know where you’re heading, something comes out of the blue, you know. It’s
like, Oh God, this isn’t what I thought it was going to be like at all’.”

TAXI: With your music, your art, as an artist, are you driven by a need to convey any particular messages to your
audience?
SKYE: “Um, well, I tend not to philosophize about it, to be honest. You know, I just sort of get on with it. If people want to
take their messages from what we do – or what I do – I don’t want to speak for Paul and Ross – then they do, really. I
don’t want to be the messenger, or be seen as the messiah, or anything like that you know. I just kind of do what I do,
really.”

TAXI: What is the song “Tape Loop” about? There’s that line, “I’ve been here before… it ain’t gonna work no more.”
SKYE: “Um, just basically like – a bit like how we were talking about – how just as you think it’s gonna be alright, you’ve
got someone saying you know, ‘focus, your mind will be strong, it’s all gonna be okay’… And then all of a sudden, Shit.
Been here before, it’s not gonna work no more. You know, this is rubbish. It’s just like life again, I’m afraid. Like swings
and the roundabouts, and like having hope, but then having it sort of dashed at the last minute. And a bit of a sort of
happy song, at the same time.”

TAXI: Your songs have a very positive vibe to them, but still they’re quite melancholy.
SKYE: “Yeah. I guess the melodies are quite nice, and sort of happy melodies. Like on the first album, “Almost Done.”
You’ve got this very nice voice singing this really sort of mellow song, but then when you actually dig deep into the lyrics,
it’s like ‘Well, I’d love to cut your throat, and you’d never sing a note’. It’s quite evil. But you know, if it was being sung by –
I don’t know – maybe Marilyn Manson, it might sound just horrible.”

TAXI: How did you develop your voice? You have such a sensual voice, it’s very textured.
SKYE: “Thank you. Well, I think it comes from being quite shy. In the beginning not very confident about what I was doing.
I didn’t know Paul and Ross very well, I’d never been in the studio before, um, so I was sort of very quiet.”

TAXI: The song, “Moog Island” is so peaceful, it’s so inspiring. It really spoke to me in a way, like with the line, “The music
that we make will heal all our mistakes and lead us… the music that we make … is always standing there to feed us.”
SKYE: “That’s kind of treating music as a therapy, really. You know, and I think it can heal you, depending upon what
mood you’re in and what music you’ve put on.”

TAXI: It’s an emotional release.
SKYE: “Yeah, it’s like – it heals all our mistakes. Takes you to a better place, really.”

TAXI: In the inside sleeve of the new album, there’s a statement made about you, referring to your coming of age as a
singer. I’m very interested in the artist’s experience whereby one learns to acknowledge one’s own identity as an artist,
and then makes the decision to follow their path. Can you tell me about your own experiences that way?
SKYE: “It’s great when people see it that way, I mean no disrespect, but you know… for me, it is just like a job, you know.
But it’s a great job! But I tend not to – like I said before – I don’t really philosophize and see it as a spiritual thing, I just do
it, and it’s just sort of easy for me.”

TAXI: What sorts of things are you passionate about, or inspired by?
SKYE: “Passionate about, or inspired by? Quite a lot of things, really. Mainly my children, I suppose. They just make me
wanna work harder and achieve more, for their future, so they can live happily ever after, if there is such a thing.”

See Morcheeba live at Richard’s on Richards April 13th, and be sure to get there early to catch Jim White.
CHECK OUT MORCHEEBA’S WEBSITE: WWW.CHINA.CO.UK/CHINA/


